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(54) INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION METHOD FOR FACSIMILE EQUIPMENT 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain the international facsimile 
communication method that makes efficient communication. 
SOLUTION: After presence of multiple address communication is checked 
(S1), a country code and a toll station number of a reception station are 
identified and reception stations are grouped by country based on the 
identification (S2). A prescribed reception station in each group (S3) is 
selected for a relay station and reception stations other than the relay 
station in the group are selected as end stations, and respective FAX 
numbers and transmission data of the end stations are sent to the relay 
station. Based on the received FAX numbers and transmission data, the 
relay station sends the transmission data to other end stations (S4). The 
presence of a transmission result notice from the relay station to the end 
stations is confirmed (S5), and then the processing is finished. Thus, data 
transmission is processed domestically within the reception stations 
grouped by country to reduce the entire communication charge. 
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